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REVIELATION XIV. 13. 


I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying to me, 
write: Bleſſed are the dead that die in 
the Lord, from henceforth, yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their la- 
bours, and their works follow them. 


OD did not bring man into the world, 
with the ſeeds of frailty and mor- 
cality in him, but as he created him in 

2 innocence, ſo he promiſed him immor- 
Z rality, in caſe he kept from eating the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge; and ſo fulfilled the con- 
dition of the covenant of works. As man was 
free from ſin, ſo he was poſſeſſed of all happi- 
neſs that was neceſſary for Him; z as long, as robed 
in innocence, he poſſeſſed the happy Tales in 
which his kind and benign Creator had 
him, he was clad with freſh youth and 
and knew not what it was to. 2 * al 
form defaced by ſicknefs and weakneſs ; 1055 he 1 
altered his K End unſpeakably for che works, = 
when hearkening to an apoſtate ſpirit, he broke the ? 4 
law of his God: from that time temporal death 
bas been intailed on his unhappy poſterity, and not 
only ſo, but a life filled with miſeries of all Kinds. | 
Our bodies have in them the ſeeds of mortali- A 
fr and are often theatres where diſeaſes of many 
or 


ts crowd together; if we for a few years enjoy a 
444 5 tolerable 
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4 Or ru E Hayryringss or 

tolerable meaſure of health and ſtrength, we are 
{fill gradually waſting, and wearing away, and 
muſt, in a few years, take up our abode in the 


dark caverns of the e we are likewiſe be- 
ſet with afflictions of all ſorts, our way lies thro? 


a waſte and howling wilderneſs, where thorns 


and briers make our path exceeding troubleſome 
to us; we climb over rocks of perils, and ſtray 
thro? vales of tears, the joys we perſue are fleet- 
ing if not imaginary, - but the woes we ſuffer, 
during our tireſome march, are true and real. 
It was faid of old, with great elegance by * holy 
Job, „Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble, he comes forth like a 
flower and is cut down, he flies alſo as a ſha- 
dow and continues not.“ Our experience may 
tell us, that here is not our reſt, that below we 
have no permanently quiet abode, and that it is 
Impoſſible to enjoy full happineſs on this ſide 
the 14 *. Therefore it is our intereſt to be 
found in Chriſt, becauſe if we die in the Lord, 
we ſhall not only reſt from all the labour of 
ſickneſs, afflictions, croſſes, and diſappointments, 
but we ſhall no longer be harraſſed by ſin, or 
hurried with temptations; and beſides, we ſhall 
enjoy all that is deſirable, bliſsful, and amiable. 

In the chapter from whence the text is taken, 
the apoſtle John has introduced three angels, and 
aſſigns to each a different work ; that theſe three 
angels are an allegorical repreſentation of preachers 
of the goſpel, is by all agreed, but what preachers 
in particular they are, and when it is that they 
preach, is what cannot now be diſcuſſed; how- 


ever it is moſt b likely, that we are to underſtand 
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BELIE VERS in THEIR DEATH. 5 
by them, the noble cloud of witneſſes, who ” 
founded a retreat from the anti-chriſtian tents, : 
at the reformation, and thoſe who may hereafter 

be employed in ſpreading the goſpel, when the 

happy time approaches, in which myſtical Ba- 

bylon ſhall be entirely deſtroyed: the firſt angel 

is introduced preaching the everlaſting goſpel ro 

all nations e. I ſaw an angel fly in the midft 

of heaven, having the everlaſting goſpel, to preach 

to them that dwell on the earth, and to every 

nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people 

ſaying with a loud voice, fear God, and give 

glory to him, for. the hour of his judgment is 

come, and worſhip him that made heaven and 

earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of waters.” 

A ſecond angel is repreſented d, as proclaimin 
the deſtruction of Babylon; There followe 
another angel, ſaying, Babylon is fallen, is fal- 

len, that great city, becauſe ſhe made all nations 

drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

A third is brought © in publiſhing a commi- 

nation againſt the worſhippers of anti-chriſt, 

whoſe miſery he greatly amplifies : «© A third 

angel followed them, ſaying, with a loud voice: 

If any one worſhips the beaſt and his image, 

and receives his mark on his forchead and his 

hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the 

wrath of God, which is poured out without mix- 

ture, into the cup of his indignation 3 and he 

ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone, in 

the preſence of the holy angels, and the preſence 

of the Lamb; and ha ſmoke of their torment 

* aſcends up for ever and ever, and they have no | 
; reſt, day nor night, who worſhip the beaſt and G 
Ris image, and who receive the mk of his name.“ 


© Ver. 6, 7. ; * Ver. 8. 15 Ver. 9, 10, 11. 
Sy * Afterwards 
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Afterwards f the patience of the ſaints in froke 0 

« here is the patience of the ſaints, here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of, Jeſus.” In the time of the reign of anti- 
chriſt, the perſecution of thoſe who their 
teſtimony againſt his 1 will be often 
ſo hot, that it will try their patience and fin- 
cerity. 

The apoſtle having foretold the violence and & 
verity of the anti-chriſtian perſecution, which the 
witneſſes for Chriſt's cauſe, who were then to live, 
would come under, has added the words of the text, 
dictated to him by the holy Spirit, to comfort 
ſuchas toiled in 3 cauſe, with the conſidera- 
tion of the tranquillity of departed ſouls. « I heard 
a voice from heaven, ſaying, write: Bleſſed are the 
dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth, yea, 
faith the Spirit, that may reſt from ther la- 
bours, and their works follow them.“ The voice 
which came from heaven was the voice of the holy 
Spirit: ſo that we have no reaſon to doubt of the 
truth of what the apoſtle was commanded to write, 
on the account of its importance, concerning the 
happy dead; that ſuch who died in Chriſt, were 
bleſſed, from henceforth; by < henceforth ' ſome 
underſtand, the time which followed the demdun- 
cing of God's judgments againſt Babylon, when 
the rigour of the anti-chriſtian perſecution was 
ſo great, that it was a ſpecial wee to be re- 
moved from it by death, and when there would 
be ſo much trouble, that they who lived to the 
Lord would account it N . 15 75 
that leaving a country of ſorrow, might ſee 
Chriſt in —* of ech There ma 1 and 


there haye beentimes of ſuffering ſo that 
00 | 51.0578 4 © Ver. 12. EF. 
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BIIII VII IN THEIR DEATH. 7 
ve may take up concerning them the words of king 
rer praiſed the dead 


which are now gone, more than the living which 
yet remain.” But it ſeems more natural, to take 


the word «+ henceforth,” to ſigni 


> bleſſed, and th 
Spirit, becauſe 
ad have finiſh'd all their toils, and becauſe their 


fy, in the gene- 
ral, the point of death; from the moment the 
ſaints die there is a commencement of their per- 

fect bleſſedneſs. They 


who die in the Lord are 
are declared to be fo by the 
reſt from all their labours, 


works follow them; they do not go before them, 
as cauſes or conditions of their reigning in light 
and glory, but they follow them, or accompany 


them, as neceſſary parts and 1 


ents of their 


ſalvation, and will ſtand with them as trophies 


of divine grace, to which they are as mu 


in- 


debted for the power by which they performed 


q the work of faith, as they are for the glorious 
end which awaits their labour of love. 


I. None can be happy in death who die out 


of Chriſt. Death is the certain lot of all the 
ſon's of Adam: fin brought death into the 
world, and as all the poſterity of Adam finned 
in him, as their common head, death paſſes 
upon all. Death is ſtiled in h Scripture, the 


king of terrors, and his monarch 
to his ſcepter all muſt ſubmit, o 
rich or » high and low. They who are in 
ſtrength, and who have freſh youth 
| their faces, have no ſafer ſhield againſt 
2 death's dart, than ſuch as bow down towards 
> the carth, and ſhew the wrinkles of old age; 
Z fuch as have heaps piled on heaps of gold and ſil- 
rer, can no more bribe their as enemy, than 


their 
blooming in 
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is univerſal ; 
and young, 


ſuch 
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8 Or Tux HAPPINESS or 
fuch as lie on a dunghil, conſuming for want, 
whilſt alive: the ſcepter'd monarch, who is 
cloathed in robes of ſtate, . and has crouds f 
guards attending his perſon, is as liable to be- 
come a prey to the deſtroyer, as the poor pea- 

' fant, who, with labour earns his bread ; in ſhoe: 
from the ſtroke of this univerſal conqueror none: 
is exempted : if the awful ſummons of this king 
of terrors is ſerved upon a man out of Chriſt; _ 
he is ſo far from being happy in dying, that 
then miſeries begin, in compariſon of which, all 

the ſorrows than can be felt on this ſide the grave, 
will be as nothing. By death a final period is put 
to joys that are but, in compariſon, for a mo- 
ment, and woes are commenced that will never 
end. Wicked men poſſeſs nothing here, which 
is really good, but what they enjoy, ſuch as it 
is, which they think to be good, will paſs away 
from them, when they are ſummoned out of the 


body; when they are going off the ſtage of time, 


they muſt leave their honours and preferments, 
their full bags and heaps of the duſt of the earth, 
their lands and poſſeſſions; all theſe things will 
be to them as if they had never been: happy 
would be the ſouls, and bleſſed the men, if this 

was all they would ſuffer by death; but alas! 
this is not all ; a terrible ſtate of after reckoning * 
waits for them: when their ſouls go out of their 
bodies, they are conveyed into a ſtate of remedi- 
leſs miſery, where, in the ſociety of fiends infer- 
nal, who will inſult them for complying with ' 
the temptations they have planted upon them, 
they will be tore with the bitings of the death- 
leſs worm, and will be burnt with that fire 
which will never be quenched, In theſe ſeats of 
woe, no eaſe or quiet will ever be found; into 

theſe regions of ſorrow, peace and reſt will never 
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come: and; in theſe melancholy dwellings of de- 
ſpair, hope will never en abode; here life 


will die, and death will live, ope will ceaſe, and 


deſpair will reign: in theſe doleful ſhades, com- 


fort will never. refreſh the minds of the miſerable 
inhabitants of everlaſting burnings, but they will 
be forced, with ſhuddering horror, to contem- 
plate, for endleſs ages, their miſerable lot, viewing 


nothing but ſights of woe, and hearing nothing 
af 


but the rueful ſhrieks and yellings of deſpair. 
This is What follows on the death of ev 

Chriftleſs ſoul; ſuch then cannot be happy in 
their death. It is no good objection againſt 
this, that heathens have ſpoke of death as of a 
reſt, becauſe they had very imperte& notions: 
about a future ſtate; much leſs is it to be ex- 
cepted, that many ſinners can face death without 
fear, for this only argues the ſtupidity of thoſe 


unhappy creatures, who can meet the harbinger 
of miſery as calmly as an ox goes to the ſlaugh - 
ter, ſhewing 2 dull ſerenity that is only worthy 


of a brute, and not that thought which becomes 
creatures endowed with reaſon. It is only igno- 
rance of what will be afterwards, that makes 
men, who have no intereſt in Chriſt, fearleſs at 
the approach of death, and it only argues their 
frenzy, when they can be eaſy and unconcerned, 
when they are taking a leap in the dark into the 
priſon, where the rahſom of the ſoul ceaſes for 
. 


II. They only who have Chriſt for their life, 
or who live in him, by him, and to him, can be 
bleſſed in their death. The great apoſtle Paul i 
has told us, on what he grounded his expectation 


i Philip. . 21. 
B of 
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10 Or THEY HaAyPINEss of 
of a gainful and comfortable death, in the fol- 
lowing words, „ To me to hve is Chriſt, to 
e die is gain.” In order to underſtand which 
aright, we muſt conſider, that the inſpired teacher 
having told us in the preceding verſe, that his. 
earneſt deſire was to 12 * hrift, either by 
nding his life in his fer or by fairing 
th for his ſake and cauſe, gives in theſe wards 
the reaſon of it ; the pu port of the words is 
this : I have no right 8 ſe concerning my 
ſelf, as to this lif- but 6 dio whom 1 ſerve, is 
the Lord of my life ; my natural life I received 
from his crea wer, and my 11 and in- 
corruptible life, I received from his Aran. 
love, therefore I am not only willing to | 
and be ſpent in his ſervice, but ſhall be r 55 
lay down my life for his cauſe, and ſhall bet 
count my lite too dear to be parted with, if he 
may be magnified by my dea ; if Fam called to 
witneſs even to — 10 ſuch thing ſhall move 
me, for death will be my exceeding great gain, 
for I ſhall go from a perſecuting world to Chriſt 
ray exceeding joy. The words may extend, in 
ſome meaſure, to all forts of belteyers : Chriſt i is 
x believer's life. To every believer to live is 
Chriſt, for he lives in him, as a head of righte- 
ouſneſs, he receives from him the principle of 
a new life, that he may live a life of holineſs, 
and his life muſt be ſpent in the fervice of his 
Lord, and laid out for the exalting his glory. 

I. Every chriſtian lives in Chrift, as a head of 
righteouſneſs, or he has a life of righteouſneſs 
in Chriſt for his juſtification. All men, as they 
come into the world, are under the firſt 2 
as a head of fin and death, alt fell in them, 
their common parent and — —ę—eͤH 
tive, and all come into the world, with his guik 


imputed 
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 BeLIgveRs IN THEIR DEATH. 11 
imputed to them ; we are aſſured, by the apoſtle 


Paul, that, by one man fin enter'd into the 
world, and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned *;” that 
« chro” the offence of one, many are dead; ” 
that the judgment was by one to condemna- 
tion that death reign'd by one;” that by 
the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 


4 to condemnation ;** that by one man's diſobe- 


dience many were made finners.” As all come 
into the world, under the firſt Adam, as a head 
of fin and death, ſo all who by a myſtical union, 
are engrafted into Chriſt, are put under him, 
the ſecond Adam, as a head of righteouſneſs and 
life ; for we are told by the apoſtle, in the ſame 
place by way of contraſt, that « by the righte- 
ouſneſs of one, (the free gift) came upon all 
men for juſtification and life; and that « by 
the obedience of one, ſhall many be made 


righteous.” In Chriſt believers have a life of 
> righteouſneſs. This is when God, by a legal 


forenſic act, as a judge, on the account of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, imputed to ſinners, and 
received by faith, not only freely forgives their 
ſins, and them from eternal death, but ac- 
cepts their perſons, as righteous in his ſight, re- 
ſtores them to his favour, and inveſts them with a 
right and title to the glories of the other world. 
Before firiners are thus juſtify'd, they are worthy 


of eternal death; they are dead in the eye of the 


law, becauſe of Adam's firſt fin ; and by their 


f own tranſgreſſions, they are render d more guilty; 


they are condemn'd criminals, that have no hid- 


F 


x ing place from the keen bolts of God's powerful 
chance, and no ſhicld againſt the ſharp'edge of 
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his fWord. of Dare But when once finners 
come to be juſtified before God, the law cannot 
condemn them, and the juſtice of God cannot 
puniſn them; the law which they have broke 
cariot, condemn them, for Chriſt has fulfil d all 
the obedience, which it requires, and anſwer'd 
all its demands for 1 and it being 


4 
Py = 
* 
2 
- 


thus fulfill'd, as a broken covenant of works, it 


muſt declare on their ſide, and teſtify for them; 
the juſtice of God, which they have provoked, 
will not puniſh them, becauſe Chriſt has ſatisfied 
it completely, fully, and entirely for them, and 
aas paid the price of their ranſom to the laſt 
mite. Whilſt we continue dead in ſin, it is im- 
poſſible that we can have any other than dark and 
gloomy proſpects z if we look into ourſelves, we 
ſee nothing but what, is hateful to, God; if we 
look towards God, we ſee thunder clouding his 
brow,, and inſtruments of death arming his hand; 
if we look backward, we ſee mountains of guilt 
hanging over our heads; and if we look for- 
. wards, we can only ſee a bottomleſs pit, into 
which we muſt fall, if we have not a Saviour to 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, we may, 

without fear, live in expectation of appearin 

before the tribunal of pur judge, in that we mon 
an 
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BELIEVERS IN THEIR DEATH. 13 
ſtand before a judge that is altogether for us, 


and not againſt us; we ſhall find that our judge 


is our advocate, and that he who once bore our 
fins, and carried our ſorrows, has then the cog- 
nizance of our actions: ſo that there can be no 
condemnation for us ; if we are in Chriſt, for he 
who has redeem*d us by his blood, will never 


a condemn us for thoſe. ſins, the guilt of which he 


has expiated, but will preſent us to his Father and 
our Father, cloath'd with his own righteouſneſs, 
that; unblemiſh'd and complete we may ſtand in 
our lot among the righteous, for ever to taſte 
of that fulneſs of joy which is in his preſence. 
2. Every chriſtian receives from Chriſt a prin- 
ciple of new life, and fo is enabled to live a life 
of holineſs. When we are left to ourſelves, we 


are impotent, we cannot put forth any of the 


acts of a divine life, and we are obſtinately and 
perverſly hent on the ways of ſin; without Chriſt 
we cannot take one ſtep towards the life of holi- 
neſs. This he told us when he ſaid, , Without 
me you can do nothing!,” We are no more able 
to perform the actions of a ſpiritual heavenly 
life, while we are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, than 
a dead body can perform the functions of natu- 
ral life. When Chriſt ſends his Spirit into our 
hearts, to quicken and renew us, then it is, and 
not before, that we are fpiritually alive. The 
Spirit ſays to us, Awake you that ſleep, and 
riſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give you 
life w, When ſinners are faſt aſleep in ſin, the Spi- 
rit's voice can only cauſe them to awake, and 
when they lie buricd in the grave of corruption 
and impurity, 1t is he only that commands them 
to riſe, becauſe Chriſt will give them lite. When 


John xv. 5. ® Eph. v. 14. 8 
a ſinner 


14 Or THz HATNINESS OR - 
a ſinner is faſtned down under the bands of ſpi- 
ritual death, no created power can break his 


bands, and knock off his fetters; but when that 


powerful voice, which calls the things that are 
not, as if they were, even the voice of the Spirit 
calls upon him, Awake, riſe, Chriſt will give 
thee life; then it is, that he is enabled to riſe 
from the grave of ſin, and to ſhine in the deny 
of holiceſl\ then it is, that the day-ſpring fron 
on high viſits him ; then it is, that his light is 
come ; ard then it is, that che glory of Chriſt 5 
riſen upon him, to ſcatter the thick darkneſs 
that covers him, in his natural ſtate, and to di- 
ſpel the chick fogs which hang over him, during 
e times of his ignorance. It is Chriſt only who 
can mollify our hard hearts, 'and can bend our 
will, which is as an iron finew to reſiſt every im- 
preſſion: It is he who can caſt down every moun- 
tain of corrupt imagination, and lay low eve 
high thing, that riſes up in our minds: It 
15 he who can purge away all our pollutions 
and wafh away all our ſtains. We are cover'd 
over with, blackneſs, and overſpread with ſpots, 
and we can no more purify ourſelves, than the 
Ethiopian can change his skin, or the leopard 
his ſpors : It is only Chriſt, by his Spirit, who 
can waſh away our worſe than Ethiopian black- 
neſs, and can cauſe all our loathſome ſpots, the 
figns of our natural ſavageneſs, to diſappear. _ 
A As it is from Chriſt, that we, at fil. receive 
2 life of holineſs; ſo it is from him, and from 
him alone, that we receive ſtrength to perſevere 
in that life, che principle of which he has in- 
fuſed into us, till we have fully run our race, and 
come with joy to finiſh our courſe. Chriſt does 
not, after he has made believers alive, leave 
them to finiſh and perfect cheir ſpiritual life: = 1 
ö * WI 
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will” water with the dew of heaven the plant of 
his Tight hand, till he cauſes it to fpring up 
into a tall cedar; and he will keep the fpark of 
grace, which he has kindled, from expiring, till 
2 he ſhall have blown it up into a clear and bright 
= flame. Chrift not only gives his people eternal 
life, in the 3 of it here, but he keeps 
them fafe, and will never let any created power 
pluck them out of his hand, till he beſtows upon 
Z them eternal life, in all the fulneſs and variety 
of its bleſfings hereafter : Of this he affured us 
Z when he faid, I give to them eternal life, and 
> they ſhall never perifh, neither ſhall any man 
2 pluck them out of my hand®.” It is happy for 
us, that we are in the hand of Chriſt, for if we 
> were left to proceed by our own ſtrength in the 
> way of holineſs, we ſhould faint, and tire, and 
> die; but as we have the everlaſting arms of 
- Chriſt to bear us up, we ſhall be enabled to 
climb over all the mountains of oppoſition, that 
dur corruptions from within, and Satan from 
without, raiſe in our way; and ſhall, when our 
tireſome pilgrimage is ended, as conquerors, take 
poſſeſſion of that deſirable and peaceful habitation, 
which has been purchaſed for us by the toils and 
fweat, agonies and bloody death, of our merci- 
ful and kind Redeemer. As Chriſt is almighty 
m power, there. can be no reaſon to fear, that he 
will be overmatch'd with any difficulty; though 
all che principalities of the kingdom of darkneſs 
ſer themſelves in array againſt us, and all the 
= infernal powers combine together, to obſtruct 
our march towards the heavenly Canaan, th 
can never, in the end, hurt us, if Chriſt is wit 
uz; too ſtrong for us, indeed, without him, they 


John x. 29. 
ya are; 
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are; but what is all their force, when he, who 
has trampled them under his feet, is with us? 
One frown of his face will wither all their 
ſtrength, and his ſtrong right hand will enable 
us, who are feeble creatures, to be more than 
conquerors. over the wicked ſpirits, which rule 
in high places: as we need not doubt his ability, 


ſo we have no reaſon to queſtion his willingneſs to 


fave us; for as he is infinitely good, we may be 
fatisfied that he will withhold no good from us; 


and as he unchangeable in his truth, we may reſt, 
. aſſured, that what he has once been to us, he 


will be always: as he has promiſed to conduct 
his people to the reſt of heaven; can it be 
thought, that he whoſe faithfulneſs fails not, will 
be worſe than his word? Heaven and earth may, 
Paſs away, but one of his words ſhall not paſs 
away. He will therefore aſſuredly perfect and 
complete the life of grace in our ſouls, and will, 
in his own due time, preſent us to himſelf, with- = 
out ſpot, or blemiſh, or any ſuch thing, that 
being ſtripp'd of the rags of corruption, we 
may put on the attire of immortality, and may 
walk. with him in white, in the happy regions of 
peace and. love. £ 1 | 

3. Every true chriſtian ſpends his life in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, and lays 1t out for the exaltin 
the glory of ſo kind and good a benefactor. It 
is the neceſſary fruit of our being made alive 
by Chriſt, that we live to him. When once the 
principle of a ſpiritual incorruptible life is in- 
fuſed into us, as we live no more by ourſelves, 
ſo we muſt not live to ourſelves: we muſt con- 
ſider that we are no longer our own, but Chriſt's, 
who purchaſed us at the great expence of his own 
precious blood, according to theſe words of the 
apoſtle. Paul, «+ You are not your own, you are 


bought 
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bought with a price, therefore glorify God in 
your body and ſpirit, which are God's.“ If 
we did but duly meditate on the coſtly price 
which: Chriſt paid for us, we could never think 
any tribute of praiſe too great to be paid him. 
He gave himſelf for us, to whom he was un- 


|. der no engagement, and / ſhall we demur at 
giving up our ſelves to him, who has laid us 
under the higheſt obligations? he has not ſcru- 


pled to lay down his life for us, who are by na- 
ture in actual rebellion againſt him, ſhall not 
we then be moſt wickedly ungrateful, if we 
do not conſecrate our lives to his praiſe ? un- 
leſs we do this, we go about to fruſtrate, as 
far as in us lies, one great end Chriſt had in re- 


2 deeming us; his end in redeeming us, was not 


barely to reſcue us from hell, and to keep us 
from enduring the torments of the damn'd, but it 


Was to fave us from the 'dominion of ſin, and a 
= vain converſation, and to make us fit for the 
Z Joys that cheer the ſociety of the bleſſed in hea- 


ven. As we are indebted to Chriſt for all things 
pertaining to the life of grace here, and that of 
glory hereafter, we ſhould pay our debt of thank- 
ulneſs, by living to his praiſe, becauſe it is im- 

flible for us ro make him any recompence. 

rue Chriſtians, - eſpecially ſuch as are en- 
truſted with preaching the everlaſting goſpel, 


1 ſhould always be ready to engage in Chriſt's 


cauſe, let the particular ſort of ſervice to which 
they are call'd be what it will. If their lot is 
caſt in a day of blaſphemy and rebuke, they 
ſhould, be valiant for the truths of the goſpel, 


and not content themſelves with ſtating moral 


virtues, or talking a little on what ſome call 
natural religion; if their Lord's Deity is de- 
ny*d, his righteouſneſs deſpis'd, and his authority 

; S ſpurn'd 
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ſpurn'd at, they ſhould, as good ſoldiers of | 
Grit, fight et his banner, and lay out aff 
their talents in defence of the hondur of him to 
whom they have dedicated themſelves: if the 
holy ways of Jefus are reproach'd, and his righ- 
teous laws made void, by mens turning his grace 
into wantonneſs, it ſhould be the care of his real 
diſciples to adorn the doctrine of God their Sa- 
viour in all things, and to labour, by a 
converſation, to evidence that the grace of the goſ- 
pel, no ways infringes the holineſs of the law: if 
their adherence to the cauſe of Chriſt expoſes them 
to the perſecution of cruel — they muſt 
ſhew, that they value the being found faithful 
to their maſter's intereſt much more, than the 
applauſe of men, and they muſt not be afraid 
+ the keen razors of unruly tongues : nay if 
they are calPd to ſuffer the loſs of outward com- 
forts, and of life itſelf, they muſt not reckon 
their comforts worth preſerving, or count their 
lives dear. The true diſciples of the Lamb 
follow him wherever he calls, and if their way 
lies over torturing racks, and through burning 
flames, they, with an undaunted courage paſs on, 
counting their ſuffering as nothing, whilſt their 
eyes are fixed on the glory which is to fol. 
low. As ſuch are perſons of whom the world is 
not worthy, ſo they do not reckon worldly eaſe 
worth their regard, if it is inconſiſtent with their 
ſhewing the ſuperlative value they have for him, 
who calls em to glory, honour and immorta- 
lity. | 
W. They who live in Chriſt, die in the Lord, 

and ſo are bleſſed. | 

To die in the Lord is to leave the body, re- 
lying on Chriſt, and acting faith upon him. 
True chriſtians commit their fouls to him, in 
dying 
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dying, as well as in well doing, as top a merciful 
and faithful Creator. They may be ſaid, in ſome 
ſenſe to fall 4 aſleep in Jeſus, not that they are 
left withouta perception of things, as ſome muddy 
creatures imagine, but they lie down in the arms 
of their glorious Redeemer, and they are as free 


3 from all-the pains which they felt in the time of 
life, as a man is of his burdens, when he is in 


the deepeſt ſleep. When we believe in Chriſt, 
we have ſeen the falvation of God, and then we 
may depart in peace. It will be with us as it 
was with good old Simeon, when he ſaw the Son 
of God incarnate : This aged ſaint was one of 
thoſe that expected the coming of the Meſſiah, 
and was aſſured, that he ſhould not ſee the dark- 
neſs of death, till he ſaw the ſun of righteouſ- 


bels perſonally rite ; he accordingly was inſti- 


ted to go into the temple, at the time that 


the child Jeſus was brought, in order to be de- 
dicated to God, as a firſt born; and we may 


imagine what eager joy ſparkled in his eyes, 


1 when they met the Saviour of the world, and 


what flights of heavenly affection warm'd his 
heart when he held his Redeemer in his arms. 
When he had ſeen God manifeſted in the fleſh, 
he was-weary of all earthly ſights, and defir'd, if 
it was the will of God, ro depart in Peace. The 
;hiſtory is told with a noble ſimplicity of ſtyle, 


? by the Evangeliſt * Luke. There was a man, 


whoſe name was Simeon, and the ſame man was 
zuſt and devout, waiting for the conſolation of 
Iſrael, and the holy Spirit was upon him; and 


; it was revealed to him, by the holy Spirit, that 


he ſhould not ſee death, till he had ſeen the Lord's 
- Chriſt ; and he came by the Spirit into the tem- 


, q 3 Pet. iv. 19, 11 Cor. xv. 18, * Luke ii. 25—32. 
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ple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jeſus, to do for him according to the law, 
then took he him up in his arms, and bleſſed 
God, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
vant depart in peace, according to thy word; 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, which thou 
haſt prepared before the face of all the people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles} and the glory of 
thy people Iſrael.” As Simeon deſir'd to depart 
in peace, when he had ſeen Chriſt appear in the 
Aeſh, ſo all who believe in Jeſus, and have a 
fight of him by faith, in the merits of his death, *' 
by which he has atoned for their fins, and in 
the glory of his reſurrection by which he has 
triumph'd over death, when their end comes, die 
-in the Lord, and departing in peace, commit 


their ſpirits into the hands of Chriſt, who is the 


God of truth. 2 
They only, who die in the Lord, can o ver- 
— of death, and can engage the 
king of terrors, in ſuch a manner, as to come 
off not foiled, but conquerors, in the warfare 
wherein there is no diſcharge. Chriſt by his 
death has aboliſh'd death, and by his reſurrec- ; 
tion he has brought life and immortality to light. 
The Apoſtle Paul has told us, ſ that Chriſt | 
has aboliſh'd death, and has brought light and 
immortality to light.” Our riſen Lord has 
diveſted death of its ſting, and has ſtript the 
laſt and great enemy of believers of all his hor- 
rors. The ſting of death is fin, when then ſin 
is ſubdued in a chriſtian, he finds no ſting in 
death, and ſees nothing diſagreeable in the grave, 
but the darkneſs of death is enlighten'd, and the 
grave is perfum'd, and he can, with holy rap- | 


i Tim. i. 10. 
ture, 
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ture, cry out with the © apoſtle, O death, where 
is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
Thanks be to God who gives us the victory, 
thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” It is only from 
Chriſt, that a believer can have ſupport at the 
time of death; when the natural ſtrength of a 
> chriſtian fails, when his ſpirits flag, when a cold 
> damp bedews his brows, when his tongue faul- 
ters, and his joints tremble, what is it can en- 
able him to triumph even over his conqueror, 
and to ſmile in his dying agonies? Ir is this, he 
ſees that his ſorrows will ſoon be ended, and he is 
- fatisfied he is going to be happy with his glori- 
fied Head and Saviour : He knows that his great 
Redeemer lives for ever, and he hopes to ſee 
him as he is; he is not terrified at the pulling 
down of his houſe of clay, becauſe he 1s con- 
vinc'd, he has provided for him a houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens : He is 
ſenſible, that worms and putrefaction will con- 
ſume his fleſh, yet he is not concern'd at this, 
for he has a well unded hope, that, in the 
morning of the reſurrection, he ſhall awake, and 
reſume the ſame numerical body, which he com- 
mits to the ſilent grave, as a bed of reſt, and 
ſhall, in his fleſh, ſee his great incarnate God, 
and with ſtrong immortal eyes behold him, for 
his unſpeakable joy and delight. 

IV. They who die in the Lord are bleſſed, be- 
cauſe they reſt from their labours. 

They who live in Chriſt, die in the Lord, and 
go where there will be no more ſorrow, nor ſigh- 
ing, nor pain, where no trouble will ever di- 
ſturb their unruffled breaſts, and where all tears 
will be wiped away from their eyes. If we were 
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to meet with no labour here, we ſhould be apt 
to think we were at home; however, tho' it may 
be good for us to. be afflicted, yet affliction for 
the preſent is not joyous but grievous, therefore 
if we die in Chriſt, we ſhall be bleſſed in death, 
becauſe when we get to our Father's houſe, we 
reſt from all our wearineſs and toil. The troubles 
which true believers undergo, and the burdens 
they bear, are often very great, but at death 
they.reſt from their labours, and are eas'd of all 
their preſſures. Las 
After death believers reſt from the pains of 
Tickneſs, and are eas'd of the burden of diſeaſes. 
The maladies to which our weak and frail bodies 
are ſubject, are not only often too great for phy- 
ſicians to heal, but they are too many for them 
to find out. Death often makes its ap 

very leiſurely, and advances ſlowly, to batter 
down our earthly tabernacle. The life of ſome 
chriſtians, for a long time, is but a lingering 
death, they are chaſtened with pain upon their 
beds, and — multitude of their bones with ſtrong 


* . 
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the 


grave. What is life to one in ſuch a caſe, 


and length of days to one thus hedg'd.in ? Now 
all theſe diſorders are ended at death, then be- 


levers are no longer cumbred with frail ſickly 


their ſouls are afreſh united to their bodies at the 


rcat riſing day, they are not vile bodies ſuch as ; 
jo were, when they were laid in the duſt, but 


ain 3 their fleſh gradually waſtes away, and their 4 
life, in a tireſome ſlow manner, draws toward 


they are glorified, bodies, lively, ſtrong and ſpiri- © 


tual. The ſaints ſhall no more feel ſickneſs or weak- 


neſs, but freſh immortal youth. ſhall bloom for 4 


ever in their faces, and their bodies ſhall be fitted 


to be the manſions of pure and glorified . 
= 2 Y 
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"By death an end is put to all a believ- 
et's afflictions. The great apoſtles Barna- 
bas and Paul declared, that « we muſt thro® 
much tribulatioff enter into the kingdom of God.“ 
It is the lot of all who arrive at the gates of a 

” heavenly paradiſe, to paſs throꝰ much tribulation ;- 

> and as afflictions are defign'd by God, for pro- 
moting the everlaſting welfare of chriſtians, he 
is often pleaſed to beſtow a larger ſhare of 

2X troubles on his children, than on ſuch as have 
their portion in this life. Thoꝰ afflictions bring 
forth to believers the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, yet for the preſent they are not joyous, 
but grievous; therefore death, which puts an 
end to them, muſt be a gain to a chriſtian, be- 
cauſe it lodges him in a land of eaſe, where 
trouble will never furrow his face, but pleaſure, 
2 everlaſting pleaſure, will regale his breaſt. 

= By death lievers reſt from the labours, which 

are occaſioned by all enemies here below. Job wiſh- 
ed v to take up his abode in the land of ſilence, 

2 becauſe «« There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and there the weary are at reſt. The troubles of a 
believer, which are occaſioned by wicked men, 

are oftenſo great, that they make him cry out 
with the royal * prophet, << O that I had wings 

like a dove, for then would I fly away, and be at 
reſt,” A chriſtian here is environed, more or leſs, 

with a croud of enemies, who, if they have not 

a power to perſecute him, yet watch for his 
halting ; this makes him ready to wiſh, that he 

was at liberty to take his flight to the unſeen 
world of reſt, where ſtorms of malice will never 

K- # blow, and where the guſtsof envy and detraction 
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by will beat upon him no more. 
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Buy death believers reſt from their labour of fin 
and temptations. It is almoſt inexpreſſible what 
pain and ſorrow fin within, and temptations from 
without, occaſion to a chriſtian. „As he is only 
ſanctified in part, he is expos'd to temptations, 
and when indwelling fin brings him to comply 
with them, this damps his joys, and obſtructs his 
motion heavenward, and makes him ſay with the 
great 7 apoſtle, O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 


death?” While we are in this tabernacle, we 


dan, _ burden'd with a body of fin and 
eath, which lays us open to temptations, and 
when we comply with them, we wound our peace, 
darken our evidences, and unhinge our expecta- 
tions : but when we die in the Lord, as we ſhall 
be ſtrip'd of the rags of our mortality, ſo we ſhall 
put off the body of ſin : when once we are un- 
cloath'd of our mortal covering, we ſhall be at- 
tired with the bright robes of immortality, and 
ſhall put on the array of innocence : When we 
leave theſe tents of diſtance, we ſhall take up 
our abode in the holy city, within the gates of 
which nothing that is unclean can come: In the 
ure city that is not made with hands, no fin- 
| motions will ever riſe up in the breaſts of the 
bleſſed inhabitants, and into the happy regions 
above, the devil, as a tempter, cannot come. 
V. They who die in the Lord will be bleſſed, 
becauſe of the happineſs they will enjoy. 
When once the ſouls of ſuch as dic in the 


Lord, leave their bodies, they take their flight * 
to the heavenly regions, where all good will be 


beſtowed upon them. The ſoul does not ſleep 
with the body in the grave till the reſurrection, 


Rom. vii. 25. 
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as ſome, who may be calPd ſpiritual dotards, pre- 
tend; but when it leaves its fleſhy priſon, it im- 
mediately returns to God, The royal preacher 
has aſſured us 2, that when the natural functions 
can be acted no longer, then ſhall the duſt 
return to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall 
return to God who gave it.” This is a lively 


3 deſcription, worthy of ſo great a hand, of the 


ſtate of man after death ; his body returns to the 
duſt, out of which he was taken; it had for its 
original form the duſt, and it is reſolv'd into it, 
not to be loſt and devoured by the grave, but to 
be preſerved till the great riſing day: His ſoul 


returns to God who gave it; it 1s ſaid to be given 


by God, becauſe it has its being immediately 


2 from God, and is not made out of pre- exiſtent 


matter. When the body is laid in the duſt, the 


ſeoul returns to God : It is from him, as a creator, 
and it returns to him, to receive ſentence from 
him as a judge. When the ſoul of a believer 


leaves the body, it has a preſent enjoyment of 
Chriſt; this is what our Lot promiſed to the 
converted thief, who ſuffered with him, when 
he * ſaid, «I ſolemnly aſſure thee, that to day 
thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe. Chriſt pro- 
miſed the poor convert, that on that day he ſhould 
be regaled with the joys of paradiſe, though 
the day was far ſpent: Now it his ſoul was ta 
have ſlept with the body thouſands of years, as 
muſt be the caſe, if this fancy was true, how 
could he, who was truth himſelf, ſay to him, 
that on the ſame day, in which he Lied he ſhould, 
in his preſenco, partake of the pleaſures of hea- 
ven. The ſoul of a chriſtian ſtraitway goes from 
earth to heaven, and from the miſery of this 


2 Ecclef, xii. 7. Luke xiii. 4. 
D world 


26 Or Tax HAI EIS or 
world to glory. It knows no long dark night 
of ſilence and oblivion, as the body has in the 
caverns of the grave; but it lives with Chriſt, 
and enjoys him. The apoſtle Paul ꝰ declared, that 
o him to live was Chriſt, and to die was gain.“ 
ow. could the lazy ſtate of a ſoul leeping be of 
more advantage, than a ſtate, tho' filPd up with 
labour, wherein he could a& faith on Chriſt, en- 
gage in his ſervice, bring glory to his name, and 
7 0 with his ſtrong conſolations? He de- 
n rather than life, on his own account, 
put, he was arriv'd to ſuch a wondrous meaſure 
of reſignation to the will of God, that < becauſe 
it, was for the good of the church, he was wil- 
ling to abide in the fleſh : tho he thus ſubmit- 
toe to his maſter's wiſe diſpoſal, yet he could not 
be without wiſhing to be with him, when his la- 
bour of love was ended. He ſpoke as one great: 
ly affected with what he utter'd, when he 4 ſaid, + 
I deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
is far better.“ He knew, that when his ſoul was 
oy from the clogs of his mortal periſhing fleſh, 
e ſhould be immediately with Chriſt, where 
his condition would be infinitely better than it 
was poſſible for it to be here; whereas had his 
ſoul been to fall into a ſleep of ſome thouſande 
of years, it would have been far better, and far 
more more pleaſant to him, to have been conti- 
nued long in his delightful work of preaching thjge 
everlaſting goſpel, and of ſpreading from ſea to 
ſea the knowledge of his beloved maſter, for whoſe 
fake he willingly ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
pag a2 promote whoſe cauſe he cheerfully run all 
zZards. 


ig 


2 Phil, iti, 21, 52 6 Au. 23. 


When | 


NA Ov 


BerizyvERs IN, THEIR DEATH. 27: 
When the happy dead, reach the regions of 
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eternal life, they will be bleſſed, by reaſon of the 
ſociety they ſhall meet with in La pencerl realms 
of joy. When once we have waded thro? the dark 
flood of death, we ſhall converſe with the glo- 
rious Princes of light, the mighty potentates of 


>” heaven, whoſe brightneſs would dazzle us, were 
ve to ſee them now; we ſhall have communion 


with angels and archangels, with cherubs and ſe- 


1 | raphs,. and with them ſhall cheerfully compaſs the 


throne of God, with anthems of praiſe, We ſhall 
be in the company of thoſe kind ſpirits, who not- 
withſtanding their fuperior rank, willingly ſub- 
mitted to miniſter. to us, while we ſtrayed in the 
difficult wilds of life; and will it not be a plea- 
ſure to be with them, who formerly had the 
charge of us, who often bore us up in their hands, 
that we might not ſtrike our feet againſt dan- 


F Far, who environ'd us round, and ſecured us 


rom terrors by night, and from perils by day 3 
and who watched our departing ſouls, and were 
our conductors and guardians to the heavenly 
Canaan? We ſhall beſides be mixed with the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men, who have been made perfect, 
whilft we were in a ſtate of non-exiſtence. We 
ſhall then intimately know the noble heroes of ſa- 
cred antiquity, who have gone before us ; we 
ſhall converſe with all that have been eminent in 
the church of God; with our common fathers, 
Adam and Noah, and the reſt of the ancient, pa- 
triarchs ; with the prophets of God, and the a- 
poſtles of Chriſt ; with thoſe who were honoured 
to commit to writing thoſe lively oracles, which 
were our delightful entertainment and refreſh- 
ment, before faich was turned into ſight, and 
hope was loſt in enjoyment; with all the noble 
army of martyrs, and other champions of Chriſt, 

D 2 Who 
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thoſe under whoſe miniſtrations we have fat, who 
have been the inſtruments of our converſion, and 
from whom we have learned the knowledge of 
Chriſt; with all who have been uſeful to us, in 
the more private walks of life, by counſel, re- 
roof, advice, or converſation : We ſhall again 
all our relations, who have with us choſe the 
better part, and have been carried home before 
us: If we took pleaſure, in the ſociety of our 
friends and relations, whilſt in the body, and 
that notwithſtanding their many defects and im- 
perfections, and the grounds of grief and offence 
which they ſo often afforded us, and when we knew 
not how ſoon we might loſe them, how delight- 
ful will it be to converſe with them, when they 
are perfect in holineſs, when they will not have 
a deſire contrary to us, and when we ſhall be 
without the fear - ofpe with them any more ? 
We ſhall rejoice in *. 4 — of our rela- 
tions and intimates, whom we mal behold in a 
lorified ſtate, but our wills and affections will 
2 ſo entirely with the will of God, that we ſhall 
have no grief for ſuch as are loſt, 
It ville highly delightful, to enjoy the ſocie- 


2 angels, nd the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 


ect; but this will not come up to the pleaſure 
we ſhall, if we enter the holy city, be made parta- 
kers of, in ſeeing our Redeemer in righteouſneſs. 
The hope of ſeeing the great Saviour, has been 
what has always rted ſuch as have truſted 
in him. When dy Hob b had lying upon him as 
dreadful a load of outward calamities as ever op- 
preſſed a mortal creature, he comforted himſelf 
with the expectation of ſeeing his Redeemer, and 
he was willing all ſnould know, what he rec- 
koned the ſure foundation of his hope, when bs 
I utter” 


who followed him thro' much tribulation ; with 
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b utter d the following noble © confeſſion, «<< 0 
chat my words were now written, O that they 
| 3 were inroll'd in a book, that they were engrav*d 
with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever ! for” 
I know that the living one is my Redeemer, and 
that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day on the earth; 
then when I awake, tho* my body is to be con- 
> ſumed by worms, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, 
whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and my eyes ſhall 
behold, and not another, tho* my reins are waſt- 
ed within me.” When the royal Pſalmiſt was 
oppreſſed by the wicked, and was compaſs'd a- 
bout with enemies, he took pleaſure in thethought, 
that he afterwards ſhould ſee his Lord. This 
noble diſpoſition of mind he * thus uttered: As 
for me, I ſhall behold thy face in righteouſneſs, 
I ſhall be fatisfied when I awake in thy likeneſs.” 
Io ſee Chriſt by the light of faith here, is the 
> greateſt pleaſure we can enjoy, this has enabled 
the ſaints who follow him in meckneſs and pati- 
X ence, to encounter troubles with the greateſt ala- 
crity, and this has bore them up under the moſt 
reſſing burdens ; how much greater then will 
be our delight, when we ſee this King of glory in 
all the perfection of his beauty? We can never 
ſee Chriſt as he is, till we come to heaven, cer- 
tainly then we muſt be happy, when we are ab- 
ſent from the body, becauſe then, and not till 
then, we fhall be for ever preſent with the Lord, 
to ſee him for our ineffable delight. The know- 
ledge which we have of Chriſt from the word 
is true and real, but it is dark, if compared with 
the viſion of him, which we ſhall have in heaven. 
This we may gather from the following words 
of the 8 apoſtle Paul. Now we ſee thro” a glaſs 


© Job zix. 23, 27. „ Pal, xvii, 15. 8 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


darkly, 
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darkly, hut then face to face; now I know in 


rt, but then I ſhall know even as I am known.” 


are known; for. there muſt be a difference be- 


tween the knowledge of a mere creature, and 


Chriſt the almighty Creator; but we may from 
hence gather, that we ſhall have a viſion of Chriſt 
in glory, which will be immediate, bright and 
full. It is not poſſible for us to deſcribe the 


manner of the beatific viſion, we muſt be content 
know but in part; but however we may com- 
ort ourſelves with this thought, that we can ne- 
it, or think we ſhall * 

have more happineſs than we ſhall actually en- 
joy. The beloved diſciple h of our Lord has 
told us, that now are we the ſons of God, 
and it does not appear what we ſhall be, but 
we know, that when he ſhall appear, we 7 


ver form too high notions 


ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he 


is.” Whilſt we are far from our beloved and 
our friend, we are not able fully to determine 


what pleaſures will be our happy lot, when we 


come in his preſence, where there is fulneſs of 
joy; but as we ſhall not be diſappointed, we may 
be content without knowing the full compaſs of 


the bleſſedneſs of heaven, till we come there. 


In heaven we ſhall have a conſtant and eternal 
fruition of God: he will not then ſtand behind 
the wall, or ſhew himſelf. thro? a latteſs, but he 
will be conſtantly and eternally enjoyed: he will 
be always enjoyed, and he will be all ro us 
who enjoy him; he will be all light to us, but 
no darkneſs, all joy, but no ſorrow, all reſt, but 


no labour, all glory, but no ſhame, all riches, 


but no poverty, all life, but no death. In en- 4 


> 1, John wi. 2., 


Joying 


e cannot in an abſolute ſenſe know Chriſt, as we 
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joying God in heaven, we ſhall have all that we 
can Jette, and we ſhall have no deſires after any 
thing, but what is agreeable to the bleſſedneſs of 
the flare in which we are : the operations of our 
ſouls will be exerted in the moſt noble manner, 


and they will be moſt delightful. As we ſhall en- 
joy God, ſo we ſhall know how happy we are in 
enjoying him. When our fleſh and our heart 
X ſhall fail, and our eyes muſt Nee the light no 


more, we ſhall ſee God in his glory, and inſtead 
of -the creature, ſhall enjoy the Creator. Cer- 
tainly, when the higheſt faculties of our ſouls, 
acted by the moſt noble principles, are eternally 


J exerciſed about the beſt and moſt glorious objects, 
2 the Father who choſe us, the Son who redeemed 
uz, and the holy Spirit who ſanctifies us, joys ſub- 


ſtantial and divinely great, muſt delight our 


rectified minds, and the moſt deſireable pleaſures 
muſt refreſh our refin'd appetites. The enjoy- 
ment of God, which we have on theſe mountains 
of ſeparation, is the greateſt pleaſure we can poſ- 


ſeſs, but this pleaſure will be little to the delight 
which will fill us, when we come to converſe with 
him on the mountains of ſpices, without any ſin 
to interrupt our perpetual fruition of him, in all 
the raviſhing ſweetneſs of his love. 


The APPLICATION. 


1. If they who die in the Lord are bleſſed in 
their death, and they only, then this ſhews the 
miſery of ſuch as are out of Chriſt, and live in 
their ſins. When chriſtians die, they reſt from 
their labours, and are crown'd with a bleſſed im- 
mortality ; but when ſinners die, their wicked 
works will follow them, and bring everlaſting 
torments upon them: Death will ſoon gy 

© 0 
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the matter with them, and ſooner than they may 
think ; and it may be very near to them, when 
they . the thoughts of it very far off. When 
they look for light, God can turn it into the 
ſhadow of death, and can make it thick darkneſs. 


Therefore they ſhould hearken to the counſel of 
the prophet Jeremiah, which runs i thus, « Give 


2 to the Lord, before he cauſes darkneſs, and 


| NONE Tun: feet ſtumble on the dark 13 ; 1 
ey ſhould give glory to God, by forſaking 
iniqui by looking to Chriſt, in 
whom they may find the forgiveneſs of their ſins, 


their iniquity, an 
_ a ſhield againſt the fears of death, and a ſanctuary 


of life. Unleſs ſinners are aſhamed of their folly, 
in continuing under the ſlavery of fin and Satan, 
the time will ſoon come, when it will be too late 
for them to grow wiſer for their own profit: 
they cannot continue many years in life, and death 7 
may poſlibly arreft them the next breath, 
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then how miſerable will their condition be! 


Their naked guilty ſouls will be dragged before a 
righteous judgment-ſeat, where they will have 
nothing to anſwer for themſelves, but will have 
Chriſt whom they deſpiſed as a Saviour, to paſs - 
a juſt and irreverſible ſentence upon them, as a 


provoked inexorable judge. They will be con- 


ſigned over to a ſtate of endleſs miſery, where a 
guilty conſcience, which will be always their ac- 
cuſer, will be the enemy they will carry within | 
their own breaſts, where fiends infernal, even | 


fallen angels and damn'd ſouls, will be their con- 
ſtant companions, and where in the midſt of ever- 
laſting burnings, will be their doleful abode. 


2. If all who die in Chriſt reſt from their la- 
bours, and enjoy perfect happineſs in hispreſence, 


i Jer. xiii. 26. 


then 


thou faith 
crown of life.” This had ſuch an effect on the 
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then this may encourage ſuch as faithfully diſ- 
penſe the bread of life, to bear up under all the 
difficulties they meet with, in the courſe of their 
miniſtry. All Chriſt's faithful labourers ought 
to regard what their Lord ſaid k to Polycarp, 
the good = of the church at Smyrna, Be 

ul to the death, and I will give thee a 


excellent ſaint, to whom the epiſtle in which it 
is contained was directed, that he willingly choſe 
a cruel death, rather than to be falſe to his maſter's 
cauſe. When he was tempted to blaſpheme 
Chriſt, with the hopes of life, he anſwered, 
& Theſe cighty fix years have I ſerved him, and 
he has done me no wrong, how then can I blaſ- 


q pheme my King and my Saviour? “ and choſe 
rather to follow the Captain of his ſalvation thro” 


burning flames, than to deny him. Many are 


® the labours of the E of the goſpel, which 
are occaſioned by 


roward and impertinent hu- 
mours of good, tho? weak chriſtians ; and in caſe 


3 they live not in a day of outward perſecution, 


yet great is their toil, ariſing from the calumnies 
and ſlanders of infidels, hereticks, and lukewarm 
pretenders to chriſtianity z which laſt are often 
the moſt malicious of all enemies: ſo that if left 
to themſelves, they might be weary of their lives; 
but if they fix the eye of their faith on the crown 
of righteouſneſs, which will be beſtowed upon 
them, as the reward of their glorious Maſter's 
merit, they will be able to endure the perſecu- 
tions of unruly. tongues, to ſtand up for the 
glory of Chriſt, and earneſtly to contend for the 
truths of the goſpel, which is engaging in ho- 
nour's cauſe, becauſe they know that their end 


* Rev. ii. 10. 
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will be peace,and their reſt will be glorious, Eve- 


ry labourer in Chriſt's vineyard ought, when he is 
0 


red to look back on his paſt conduct, to be 


able to ſay, he has not ſhun'd to declare the 


whole counſel of God, nor forbore to confeſs ® 
Chriſt in a day of blaſphemy and rebuke, and 


then he may take up the following! words of the 
greateſt of Chriſt's miniſters, <* I have fought a 


good fight, I have kept the faith, henceforth 5 
there is laid up for mea crown of righteouſneſs, | 


which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
me at the great day.” | 


3. If reſt hereafter awairs the happy dead, then ] 


there is the greateſt reaſon for real ſaints to 
be patient under afflictions. It becomes all chriſ- 


tians who come under God's correcting rebukes, 


to humble themſelves under, and to ſubmit to 
his mighty hand, becauſe his deſign in chaſ- 
tiſing them, is to promote their ſpiritual benefit, 
and to weaken the body of ſin in them; and if 
they find troubles to have this tendency, theß 
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ought not to murmur, but to ſet their ſeal to 


what the royal ® prophet ſaid of himſelf; Thou 
haſt dealt well with thy ſervant, O Lord; before 


I was afflicted, I went aſtray, but now I have 
kept thy word : It was good for me that I have 


been afflicted, that I may learn thy ſtatutes,” Tho? * 
believers may think affliction to be what it real- 


ly is, far from being joyous, yet they ſhould ne- 
ver faint in the day of tryal, becauſe much good 
may come out of what is for the eg grievous, 
according to what the apoſtle u Paul ſaid, * No 


chaſtening for the preſent ſeems joyous, but grie- 


vous, nevertheleſs, afterwards it yields the peace- 


| 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. = Pal, cxix. 65, 67, 71. 


able 


® Heb. ii. 11. 
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able fruits of righteouſneſs to ſueh. as are exer- 
ciſed by it.” However, let afflictions be ever 
ſo ſevere, and lengthened out ever ſo long, they 
can only be for life, which is but ſhort, in com- 
dariſon of that eternal reſt, which will commence 
Fom death. Certainly then, we ſhould not faint 


© in the day of adverſity, ſeeing -“ our e light af- 
= fiction, which is but for a moment, works out 


for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

lory.” And indeed, if our thoughts were more ta- 
= up about the things which are unſeen, and eter- 
nal, we ſhould not be ſo ready to ſink under burdens 
which will ſoon be — If by faith we can 
get a proſpect of that land of pure delight, which 


C © 18 afar off, and of that country of reſt whither 


we are going, our gloomy fears will be ſcattered, 


and we ſhall look upon the difficulties, which will 


attend us, in our paſſage thro' a wilderneſs fil- 


+ led with thorns and briars, to be little worth re- 


if gard, becauſe the journey cannot be very long, 


which we mult take, before we ſhall reach the 
heavenly Canaan, where no pricking briar, or 
grieving thorn, will allay our quiet, or diſturb 
our eternal reſt. | 
4. If all are bleſſed who die in the Lord, then 
if any who have choſe the better part, have a 
proſpect of being cut off in their full ſtrength, 
and in the flower of their years, they ought not 
to think their lot hard, becauſe they are ſoon diſ- 
miſſed from a life of labour and ſorrow. The 
young and the ſtrong are as much expoſed to the 
oke of death, as the old and feeble, and many 
more are cut off in the flower of their days, than 
are ſpared to a decrepit age. + It was ſome thou- 
lands of years ago, matter of Job's v obſervation, 
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« that often one died in his full ſtrength, whilſt 
his bones were moiſtened with marrow.” Seein 
matters are thus, certainly it is the duty of all to 
remember their Creator in the time of their youth, 
and to make choice of Chriſt in the morning of 


their days, becauſe this is to be early wiſe for 7 


their own profit. And when any have been en- 


abled by the ſpirit of God to act this great piece 
of true wiſdom, if it pleaſes God to weaken 
their ſtrength in the way, and if they have the 
ſentence of death within themſelves, they ought 
not to look upon it as a hard lot, that they are 
not ſuffered long to tread the ſtage of life, be- 
cauſe their diſſolution is their gain, in that th 

are diſcharged ſoon from a ſtate of difficult war- 
fare, and are quickly diſmiſſed from a life, which 
at beſt, is full of tryals, grief, pain and ſorrow. 
If we were to ſuppoſe, that the happy dead, Who 
in their youth reſt from their labours, were to 
behold the tranſactions here below, can we ima- 


gine that they would be for changing conditions, 


with ſuch as are engaged in a tireſome march, of 
ſixty or ſeventy years, thro' a waſte and howl- 
ing wilderneſs? There will never be occaſion for 
thoſe who are preſent with the Lord to wiſh for 
an alteration in their ſtate; certainly they to 
whom to live is Chriſt, who have a proſpect in 
their early years, of being ſoon abſent from the 
body, ſhould reckon that to die to them will be 
. nk” 7 1145 
5. If a happy ſtate of reſt from labours awaits 
all who die in che Lord, then let aged ſaints not 
be uncaſy under weakneſſes of body. Many are 
the infirmities which attend old age, which ren- 
der life diſagreeable; but a chriſtian, who droo 
under the burden of years, ought to conſider, that 
every decay brings him nearer to his F __y 
78110 ouſe. 
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houſe. The great God will not leave ſuch as be- 
long to him, when their 4 fleſh and their heart 
ſhall fail; but will be the ſtrength of their hearts, 
and their portion for ever. When the great 
king David was grown old in honour, and when 
his ſtrength failed, his faith grew not weak, but 
he could with cheerfulneſs caſt himſelf on that 
God, who had taken care of him ever ſince he 
hung upon the breaſt ; this his =; 4 r confidence 
he thus expreſſed, << Thou art my hope, O Lord 
Jehovah, thou art my truſt from my youth ; by 
thee I have been upheld from the breaſt, thou 
art he that took me out of my mother's womb, 
my praiſe ſhall be continually of thee. I am as 
a wonder to many, but thou art my ſtrong re- 
fuge. Let my mouth be filled with thy praiſe, 
and with thy honour all the day. Caſt me not 


= off in the time of old age, forſake me not when 


my ſtrength fails. O God, thou haſt taught me 
from my youth, and hitherto I have declared 
thy wondrous works. Now when I am old and 
grey headed, O God, forſake me not, till J have 
ſhewed thy ſtrength to this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come. Thy righ- 
teouſneſs, O God, is very high, who has done 
great things, O God, who 1s like to thee? Thou 
who haſt ſhewed me great and ſore troubles, ſhalt 
uicken me again, and ſhalt bring me up again 
Lem the depths of the earth. Thou ſhalt increaſe 
— greatneſs, and ſhalt comfort me on every 
ſide. I will praiſe thee with the pſaltery, even 
thy truth, O my God; to thee will I ſing with 
the harp, O thou holy One of Iſrael: my lips 
ſhall greatly rejoice when I ſing to thee, and m 
foul which thou haſt redeemed : my tongue alſo 
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ſhall talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day long.“ 
When hoary hairs crown'd the head of this ex- 
cellent prince, and when he felt the preſſures of 
ald age, his faith triumph'd over the decays of 
nature, and his ſoul proſpered as much 'as his 
body declined. Every one who is grown old in 
the way of righteouſneſs, ought to act faith on 
his Saviour and his God, who has hitherto ſup- 
E and helped him, and ſhould not queſtion 

ut the great Redeemer, who has been the guide 
of his youth, will be the ſtaff of his old age. 
He who has in his keeping the keys of death 
and the invifible world, will continue him no 
longer in life, than he has ſomething to do in 
him, or ſomething for him to do; when all is 
finiſh'd in him, and when all his work is done, 
ke will die in the Lord, and will reſt from his 

bours : he may expect his caſe will be, what 
Eliphaz encouraged Job to hope for, when he 
faid, «+ Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full 
age, as a ſhock of corn comes in its ſeaſon.” 
6. If there is a work of faith, and a labour 
of love to be finiſhed, before believers attain 
their reſt, then we ought not to be impatient at 
our ſtay here, but ſhould patiently wait for our 
great change. When we view the difficulties 
that attend us in our walk thro? this dreary waſte, 
and think on the reſt which is above, we, on our 
own account, cannot but long for our diſmiſſion; 
but when we conſider that a fight is to be fought, 
and a race is to be run, as ſure as the gar land 
of ſalvation is to be obtained, we ſhould not be 
impatient, if we are kept a while without the 
wreath of triumph, and are made to toil and 
{weat in the field of battle. We ſhould take up 
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he was willing to ſtay his Lord's time, an 
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the reſolution of : holy Job, who ſaid. A 

the days of my appointed time will I wait til 
my change comes. But we ſhould not determine 
"uſt what ſeaſon the Captain of our ſalvation, in 
whoſe hand our times are, ſhould give us o 

diſcharge. The great apoſtle Paul was very de- 
firous to leave the body, and to be ang Prey 
veſted with that glory, which he was ſure here- 
after to wear: his deſire and his hope he thus ex- 
preſſed ;' v «© We know, that if our earthly houſe 
of this tabernacle was difſolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal. in the heavens: for in this we groan carneft- 
ty, deſiring to be cloath'd upon with our houfe 
which is from heaven; if ſo be that being cloath'd, 
we are not found naked: for we that are in this 
tabernacle , being burden'd, not for that 


ve would be uncloath'd, but cloath'd upon, that 
mortality might be ſwallowed up of life. Now 


he that has wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing 1s 
od, who alſo has given us the earneſt of rhe 
Spirit, therefore we are always confident, know- 
ing that whilſt we are at home in the body, we 
are abſent from the Lord; (for we walk by faith 
and not by ſight;) we are confident, I fay, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord.” Tho' he was thus 
deſirous to go to Chriſt, his exceeding Joy yet 

grace 
in him was ſo ſtrong, that he was willing, for a 
ſeaſon, to be without the pleaſures of heaven, 
that he might be ſerviceable to the chriſtian chur- 
ches: this he declared in the * following words, 
] am in a ftrait between two, having a defire 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far 
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** this realm from papiſtry, and maintain 
praiſe thy haly name, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake.” | 


king, and of the careful father of his people. 


love, to be diſmiſſed from pain to reſt ; and ſuch 
a deſire is commendable, and not ſinful, if it is 


the Pleaſure of the ſovereign arbiter of life and | 
death. 


and ſhould be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, and al- 
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better; however to abide in the fleſh is more need- 
ful for you.” It is a noble frame of ſpirit for any 
one, who is aſſured that hisend will be peace, and 
his reſt glorious, to be willing to continue in a 
Rate of toil and trouble, to do his Maſter ſervice. 
Of this we had a ſurprizing inſtance in that moſt * 
Raue prince king Edward the ſixth, who was 
natch'd away before he reached the full bloom 
of youth ; this temper of mind he expreſſed in the 
following excellent prayer, which he uttered a 
little before he yield op his ſoul into his Re- 
deemer's arms. Lord God, deliver me out 
of this wretched and miſerable life, and take me 
among thy choſen ; howbeit not my will, but 
thine be done. Lord, I commit my ſpirit to 
thee. O Lord, thou knoweſt how happy it 
were for me to be with thee, yet for thy choſen's 2 
ſake, ſend me life and health, that I may truly 3 
ſerve thee. O my Lord God, bleſs my people, 
and fave thine inheritance. O Lord God, oy 1 
thy choſen people of England. O Lord God, 
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y true religion, that I and my people may 

his wonder of his time was but a child for 
age, being but ſixteen years old, but we may 
with pleaſure ſee, that in this ſhort prayer breath' d 
the ſpirit of the ſaint of a tall ſtature, of the wiſe ? 


We cannot but deſire, out of a principle of ſelf | 


accompanied with a reſignation of our ſelves, to 


To Jeſus, as a merciful Creator, we | 
ſhould commit our ſouls, in a way of well-doing, 


ways 
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aysabounding in his work; and for our ſupport, 
Ye thould re and looking for the Eitel 
day, when it will be ſeen that our work of faith, 
and labour of love has not been in vain; but 
that after we have toiled in our Lord's ſervice, 
we ſhall be admitted into our maſter's joy. 

7. If all who die in the Lord, enter into a bleſ- 
ſed ſtate, then let us get our hearts more impreſſed 
with the believing conſideration of this truth: 
the belief of it would looſe our affections from 
the world, it would carry us above the fear of 
death, nay, it would rather render the thoughts 
of our diſſolution delightful to us. When once 
a man finds in himſelf good ground to hope, that 
he is in Chriſt, that he lives in him, as a head 
for righteouſneſs, and that he has received from 
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him a principle of ſpiritual life, he cannot ſuf- 
Y fer any thing in this world to bear the ſway in 
his affections, and he cannot look upon his go- 
ing out of it to be an evil, becauſe if he dies in 
„ dle Lord, his complete happineſs begins at his 


death. Such a perſon may ſay within himſelf, 
I fee vanity wrote in legible characters on all 
things round me, I am ſenſible the world paſſes 
away, and is gone, before I can take a full view 


n 
7 


1 of the comforts of it: Shall I then ſer my affec- 
E | tions on what will not endure ſo long as my ſelf, 
© nay, on what may vaniſh from my ſight, lon 

Ie before my eyes may be cloſed by death? No, I 
S | will conſider my noble part, that will never die, 


and will place my deſires on the inviſible plea- 
ſures of the happy world, whither I am going : 
theſe I cannot enjoy, till I have paſſed over death's 
dark flood; I will therefore look upon my diſ- 
ſolution as what is moſt for my advantage. What! 
Fleſh; Art thou afraid of death ? Fear not the 
King of terrors : as 1 "w_ in Chriſt, he will _ 
Ee able 
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42 Or TRT HAPINEũS Of 
able me to conquer my laſt enemy : nay, I will 
not call death my enemy, but my friend, ſeeing 
the ſting is taken away by my riſen Redeemer, 
and it is as much for me, as it is againſt ſuch as 
have no intereſt in my vital head. I will look 
upon its awful ſummons, as a meſſage of glad 
tidings, and will commit my body to the grave, 
believing that death itſelf ſhall be to my ſoul the 
gate of heaven, and an entrance into glory, ho- 
nour and immortality. 

8. If all are bleſſed who die in the Lord, let 
us, if we, upon good grounds, can conclude, 
that we are in Chriſt, look for our diſſolution as 
what completes our bleſſedneſs. Whilſt we are 
here, we labour under a body of fin and death; * 
but when our corruptible will put on incorrup- : 
tion, and our mortal will come to be ſwallowed 
of immortality, we ſhall ſtand among the angels, 
wie ſhall be beautified with the glorious beams 
that will ſhine upon us, from the face of God; 
we ſhall enjoy communion with Father, Son and 
Spirit, and ſhall ſound forth Hallelujahs to him 
that ſits upon the throne, for ever and ever. Hap- 

the hour, and bleſſed the day! when our 

ouls ſhall be releafed from their earthly priſon, 

and when ſpringing from the Sai of death, we 
P 


ſhall awake in the world of ſpirits, in the like- 
neſs of our grorious Redeemer : then the winter 
ſhall be paſt, and ſhall never return ; all the 
rain and ſtormy weather ſhall be over and gone, 
our graces ſhall appear in their perfection, and 
ſhall be as beautiful flowers, giving a ſweet ſmell, 
and we ſhall join with the choir of the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect, who have arrived within 
confines of light before us, in ſinging the praiſes 
of God with ineffable pleaſure. We ſhall, it may 
be, wait a long time, but without — 

| or 
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BELIEVERS IN THEIR DEATH. 43 

for our complete redemption, which will be 
brought about, when our bodies ſhall be raiſed 
from the duſt of death, in honour and great 
glory, fit to be the receptacles of pure ſpirits : 
then, and not before, our ſalvation will be eve 

way conſummated, and we ſhall, in body, as well 
as in ſoul, be for ever with the Lord, to ſee our 
incarnate God in all the perfection of his beauty, 
and to enjoy him in all the raviſhing ſweetneſs 
of his love. Seeing then, if we have believed 
in Chrift, we may Yak for ſuch things, we can- 
not reckon death to be otherwiſe than gain to 
us, becauſe when we depart hence, we are preſent 
with the Lord, at which time our condition will 
be vaſtly better than it can be now. Therefore, 
Inſtead of ſaying, it is good for us to be here, 
we ſhould ſay, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, 
receive us to thy ſelf, conduct us into thoſe pa- 
ſtures of immortality , where ſalvation will ſpring 
up frefh for ever, and cauſe us to lie down beſide 
2 ſtreams of that river, which makes 


glad the city of God, the new Jeruſalem that is 
above. 


Some Account of Mr. John Beaumont. 


T was in compliance with the deſire of the 
deceaſed, that the preſent ſervice was under- 
taken: All that remains is, to give a ſhort ac- 
count of that old diſciple, who had long labour- 
ed here in the word and doctrine, who has now 
finiſhed his courſe, and whoſe body has this day 
been committed to the grave as a bed of reſt. 
The reverend Mr. John Beaumont was born 
in London, in the year one thouſand fix hun- 
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44 "Or Tus Hayern 155 o 1 
dred and ſixty three, in a dark and cloudy day 
for the cauſe of non-conformity, quickly after 


ſo many worthy miniſters were all over England, 
oblig to quit their ſtations, He came of 


pious parents, who took what care they were 
able of his education, When he was firſt * to 
a grammar ſchool, he fell into negligent hands, 


which made his friends look out for ſome better 


way for his inſtruction, that he might not loſe 
his time, and miſs the opportunity in his youth, 
of getting a competent ſhare of learning ; ac- 
cordingly as Providence ordered it, he was ſent 
to the ſchool, founded by Dean Colet, generally 
called St. Paul's ſchool, where he continued fix 

rs, and laid a foundation of human learning, 
which was neceſſary for the great work for which 
God deſigned him; he went thro' the beſt au- 
thors in the Latin and Greek tongues, and made 
ſome progreſs in the Hebrew, under the care 
of that great maſter of human literature, the 
reverend Dr. Thomas Gale, who for many 
years worthily preſided in that ſchool, and was 
à perſon of very extenſive learning. Of this 
excellent maſter he was a particular favourite; 
for he had a great love for learning, and ſet him- 
ſelf to it with aſſiduity, taking the more plea- 
ſure in it, becauſe he had a deſire to the work 
of the miniſtry, and was ſenſible how much need 
there was of human helps, to underſtand the ſcrip- 
tures of the old and new teſtament, in the origi- 
nal languages, in which it pleaſed their divine 
Author they ſhould be indicted. | 

He was under religious im 12 from his 
youth, and had, in his early days, ſome convic- 
tions of his corruption by nature; he for ſome 
years attended the miniſtry of the reverend Mr. 


Richard Steel, which was of great uſe, to 1 
53 1 im 
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and was th 
to be fit for the univerſity, he was much urged 
by him to go to Cambridge, with promiſes of 
advantage, but ſcrupling conformity he declined 
= theſe offers. Shortly 

x couragement and aſſiſtance of the Reverend Dr. 
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him to a 1 knowledge of Chriſt. He 
was at times under great temptations to neglect 
his work, and to quit the dread of fin; no won- 
der then that he was rouzed by great horrors of 
conſcience, but he had the bleſſed experience of 
the: Holy Spirit, enabling him to act faith on 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him, ſeal- 
ing comfort to him from the promiſes, and cau- 
ſing the temptations with which he was exerciſed 
to vaniſh. Theſe fore exerciſes made him the 
more admire the grace of God ſhew'd to him, 
and enabled him, in the courſe of his miniſterial 
work, to pity ſouls under wounds of conſcience, 


: and to direct them to proper remedies. 


When he had gone thro* his ſchool-exerciſes, 
ought by his learned maſter Dr. Gale 


after he was, by the en- 


Thomas Jacomb, put under the tuition of the 
learned Mr. Charles Morton, in whoſe academy 
ſeveral were brought up, who in their day were 
of great uſe in the church of God. He had ma- 
ny colleagues here, who made a figure, after- 
wards, in the work of the miniſtry, who all, as 
far as can be recollected, finiſh'd their teſtimony 
before him. He made a good progreſs in learn- 


Of this number were thoſe two worthy miniſters Mr. 
Thomas Reynolds and Mr. Joſeph Hill, with whom he lived 
long in great intimacy, and whoſe memory. will be highly 
valued by all ſuch as are friends to the truth, for the zeal 
they, on all occaſions, ſhew'd, for the ſupreme” honour of 
their great Lord, in a day of blaſphemy and rebuke. | 


ing, 
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ing, but did not very long enjoy the advantage 
of ſo able a tutor, becauſe he was impriſon'd for 
non-conformity, and ſo was forc'd to break u 
his academy, and to retire into New Engla 
After this he privately heard leCtures, from that 
very judicious divine Mr. Francis Glaſcock, and 
from Mr. Stephen Lobb, and Mr. Wickens; 
who privately, in this way, endeavour'd to aſſiſt | 
ſuch young ſtudents, as were deprived of more | 
ſtated helps for inſtruction, thro* the ſeverity of 
the times, | 
After he began to preach, he met with very 
good acceptance, and beſides what time he ſpent | 
in other places, and particularly two years at 
Fareham, in Hampſhire, he was made uſe of to 
gather three congregations, where there had been 
none before, at Swallowfield in Berks, and Peck- 
ham and Batterſea in Surrey; and he aſſiſted in 
gathering one at Chertſea in the ſame county; 
all which have continued to the preſent time. 
This is what very few, of late years, have been 
able to ſay, and it ſhews that his miniſtry was | 
greatly own'd by God, and bleſſed for the benefit 
of ſuch as ſat under it. * He ſettled at Bat- 
terſea, and continued there five years, his la- 
bours being attended with good ſucceſs. 
About thirty two years ſince, the reverend 
Mr. Henry Godman, who had been for twenty 
five years paſtor of a church in the town of 
Deptford, being, by age and great infirmities, 
unable to go thro' his whole work, he was calFd 
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* He was ordain'd, after the Presbyterian model, July 1. 
_ with the late Mr. Hughs of Canterbury, by the reve- 
rend Dr. Samuel Anneſly, Mr. John Reynolds, Mr. Robert 
Franklyn, and Mr. Jobn Quick, n | 


A as ems acre com rr twas 


to 


a — A | ** ad N ; 
* =>. 4 * * — * 
* Ds _ 0 


BELIEVERS IN THEIR DEATH. 47 
© WE to affiſt him, and ſhortly to be joint paſtor with 
him, and in a little time, by the death of his 
P I colleague, the whole work devolved upon him: 
here he ſpent the latter part of his life : his doc- 
trine, preaching, and converſation were not un- 
pleaſing to ſuch as fat under his miniſtry. To 
uſe his own expreſſions, ſince his reſidence at 
Deptford, it pleaſed God to give him great af- 
flictions, unaccountable croſſes in his family, but 
under all, to afford him great compoſedneſs of 
mind, eſpecially on Lords days, ſo that his mi- 
niſterial work was not hinder'd thereby: theſe 
troubles were thorns in the fleſh, as he own'd, 
to keep him humble, and to prevent ſelf-exalta- 
tion; but ſufficient grace made them tolerable. 
For the honour of the church in which he was 
1 * it muſt be ſaid, that they never made 
is burden heavier, nor ſlighted him in the day 
of adverſity, but gave him ſuch aſſiſtance to- 
wards bearing his weight, that they may be re- 
commended to other churches as a fit example. 
Tho? he had domeſtick troubles, yet he did nor 
meet with that brutiſh treatment, and inhuman 
inſolence, which is the lot of many other mini- 
ſters ; but tho? he was afflicted, he was honour'd 
and reſpected, becauſe he was a witneſs for the 
nd truth. 

In the latter part of his life he was obliged to 
have aſſiſtance, and for the three laſt years paſt, 
he had great illneſs, and was often reduced ve 
low, and was, in a manner, wholly taken off 
from his ſtudies, which he complain'd of as a 
burden; he often preach'd when he had ſcarce 
ſtrength. He frequently expreſs'd his entire ſa- 
tisfaction, as to his title to eternal life, which 
he founded on the merit of Chriſt, and ſhew'd 
no doubts about his future ſtate, The diſtemper 
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43 Or Tux Hapyingss of. 
of which he died * was of ſuch a nature, that he 
uld ſpeak but little, and tho“ he had his rea- 
os. he had not the free exerciſe of his thoughts. 
Two things he ſeem'd defirous of, in the time 
of life, that he might not be laid afide as uſeleſs, MW 
and as a broken veſſel, and that he might have MW. 
an eaſy death; and in both theſe God gave him 
his requeſt. | | 
In his younger time he was a cloſe and hard 
ſtudent, and had always an inclination to im- 
prove in knowl 3 fo that it was matter of 
amentation, that he ſhould meet with ſuch in- 
terruptions as he did, from troubles at home, 
occalion'd by the enormous conduct of ſome of 
his neareſt relations. He had well ſtudied the 
body of divinity, and was acquainted with the 
controverſies which have diſturbed. the Chriſtian 
church, accaſion'd by the oppoſition made to 
the truth by Arians, Socinians, and Arminians. 
He was a zealous aſſerter of the great doctrines 
of the ever-bleſſed Trinity, eternal election, ori- 
ginal ſin, the perfection of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, 
the particularity of redemption, the imputation 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs for juſtification, the in- 
ability of man to turn himſelf, the efficacy of 
divine grace, and the perſeverance of the ſaints, 
As to theſe matters, he ſhun'd not to declare the 
whole counſel of God, and never was afhamed 
to give his teſtimony to what he believed, Ac- 
cordingly,.on a known occaſion, he chearfully 
made confeſſion of the glorious doctrine of the 
Trinity, and was not intimidated by the barba- 
rous and ſtupid noiſe which ſome made about 
impoſition, perſecution, denying the perfection 


He departed this life Octob. 31. 1730. aged ſixty ſeven 
of 


years, five months, and fiftecn days. 
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of ſcripture, and infringing Chriſtian liberty. As 


/* x9 ils mairer, he often kid, he could por tell 


w. they who belleyed the catholick doctrine 
df the Trinity to be true, could anfwer it to 
their on conſciences, to be aſhamed to make 


- . confeſſion of it, in ſome plain and open way, 
hen it was ſo reviled and blaphanied, by ſuch 


as they labour'd'to ſcreen and ſhelter. ... © 


Ins his converfation he was holy, blameleſs and 


inoffenſive ; he was an example of ſobriety and 
temperance ; and he injured none: if he was to 
be blamed for not keeping ſo cloſe a reſtraint 


over his family, as might have been wifh'd, ſome 


allowance muſt be made for lenity of temper ; 
in which caſe a good man may meet with diffi- 
culties, which he may not be able to grapple 
with, which another of more ſpirit and reſolu- 
tion might encounter and ſurmount. His trou- 
bles were ſo great, that the leaſt charity might 
render him an object of pity rather than of 
blame. He ſhew'd great patience under the un- 


common afflictions with which he was exerciſed, 


and was never heard to murmur and repine under 
the mighty hand of God, tho? it was often very 
fore upon him. He, without queſtion, lived in 
Chriſt, and died in the faith he had preach'd to 
others; and we need not doubt, but that he is 
now enroll'd among the happy dead, who reſt 
from their labours, and are preſent with the 
Lord. May the merciful God grant, that it 
may be ſo with all of us, when our work of 
faith is ended, on account of the merit of that 
mighty Redeemer, who alone could waſh us 
from our fins in his own blood, and can bring 
us to ſit together with him in heavenly places. 
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Spirit, be all honour, . 
might, and dominion, now, tence 
Evermore. - ren, | 
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